FLY,   FLY,   FLY   AGAIN
Meanwhile England was getting ready for another world war
and another class war. Trenches were being dug in the parks, and
children were being sent away from London, and the people to
whom they were being sent were writing to Whitehall, as Sir
Samuel Hoare later stated, to complain about 'dirty little chil-
dren from the London schools being billeted in our houses5.
Everybody was trying to get hold of a gas mask, and this is the
most lunatic thing of all, and inexplicable to me when I think
how many men must be alive in England to-day who were in the
last war and who know that if you take the numeral i as your
chance of being gassed in an air raid your chance of being hit by
a bomb is 1000.
Give me a bomb-proof shelter and you may keep your gas mask.
But in England there were only gas masks, and not many of those,
but no bomb-proof shelters, though in your underground railways
you have the finest raw material for bomb-proof shelters, if any-
body would take the trouble to have them adapted for that pur-
pose, of any city in the world. You could put hundreds of thousands
of people in them in perfect safety, you could have food and water
and everything you needed down there, if you ever could be moved
to do anything about anything, but muddling through is awfully
jolly and British, and how too British we British are, aren't we?
What an incredible scene of confusion and chaos that was, after
six years of constant warnings. On the outskirts of London, Air-
craftmen struggling to get a few balloons into the air, many of
which broke away, as who^ should say, 'Include me out of this
farce, will you?*, and drifted off into the blue. Somebody making
a deal of money from transactions in sandbags. In the parks, anti-
aircraft guns from the last war — the last war! — being brought
into position. Gas masks being ^distributed that lacked essential
parts.
In the city with the most money and the most people in the
world, after six years of warnings!
We are not prepared; we have hardly begun to prepare;
we do not know how all the failures that occurred during the
crisis can be avoided next time,
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